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Joining Forces to Fight HIV/AIDS

U.S., Global Fund, Ethiopian Government
Form New Partnership

Addis Ababa (U.S. Em-
bassy) - On Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 7, the U.S. Chargé

tion, and integration of
two major initiatives —
the President’s Emer-

sis and Malaria. The par-
ties agreed to work to
advance HIV/AIDS pre-

d’Affaires, vention, care,
Ambassador and treatment
Vicki Huddle- activities in
ston, joined Ethiopia; to-
Minister of gether, the
Health Dr. President’s
Tedros Ad- Emergency
hanom to Plan and the
sign a Memo- 9 Global Fund
randum of ¥ are providing
Understand- funds totaling
ing that will over $199 mil-
collabora- lion to combat
tively ad- the epidemic in
vance HIV/ Ambassador Huddleston shakes hands with Minis- | Ethiopia.

A_‘IDS preven- ter of Health Dr. Tedros Adhanom at the signing. o

tion, care, Joining the

Ambassador Huddleston
and Dr. Tedros at the

and treatment activities in gency Plan for AIDS Re-
Ethiopia through better lief and the Global Fund

harmonization, coordina-  to Fight AIDS, Tuberculo- (Continued on page2)

Ambassador Huddleston
Congratulates Women MPs

Addis Ababa (U.S. Em-

bassy) — The U.S. Charge’
d’Affaires, Ambassador Vicki
Huddleston, has congratulated
participants in a U.S.-funded
capacity-building program for
women parliamentarians, call-
ing them “vibrant, intelligent
and most importantly inquisi-
tive women” who have a vital
stake in the country’s democ-
ratic future. The training pro-
gram was the second in a se-
ries of parliamentary training

(Continued on page 2)

Ambassador Huddleston (left) with Wz. Shitaye
Minale, Deputy Speaker of the House,
congratulating participants.
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Joining Forces to Fight HIV/AIDS . . .

(Continued from page 1)

sighing ceremony, which took
place at the Ministry of Health,
were Linden Morrison, Portfolio
Manager at the Global Fund; Wil-
liam Hammink, Mission Director of
the U.S. Agency for International
Development in Ethiopia; and Dr.
Tadesse Wuhib, Country Director
of the U.S. Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention.

The new MOU aims to enhance
partnership among the parties in
the implementation of Ethiopia’s
National HIV/AIDS Strategy

through a common program of
work for planning, management,
resource mobilization and alloca-
tion, and monitoring and evalua-
tion.

Among the activities made possi-
ble by this memorandum is the
start of joint planning and procure-
ment of antiretroviral drugs
(ARVs). Through grants from the
multi-national Global Fund, the
Government of Ethiopia will pro-

all pediatric formulations. Through
a transparent process, the two will
work closely to ensure that na-
tional treatment services operate
with an uninterrupted supply of
anti-retroviral drugs.

This year the combined efforts of
the President’s Emergency Plan
and the Global Fund, working in
cooperation with the Government
of Ethiopia, promise to have a sub-
stantial impact in the frontline at-

vide first-line drug treatment, while tack against HIV/AIDS. «

the President’s Emergency Plan
will provide second-line adult and

Ambassador Huddleston Congratulates Women MPs . . .

(Continued from page 1)
activities made possible by the
United States, through the U.S.
Agency for International Develop-
ment (USAID) and implement by
Women’s Campaign International
(WCI), and the first target-

the capacity of women leaders to
influence political decision-making.
In programming aimed at candi-
dates ahead of the May 2005 elec-
tions, WCI trained 31 women can-
didates competing for seats on Re-

ing women.

The training was designed
to address the specific
needs of women members
of Parliament, focusing on
their potential as leaders
and legislators. Topics
covered during the training
included the legislative
process, public speaking,
media relations, and team
building. The program fol-
lowed a general orienta-
tion program that WCI

Media Association to launch a me-
dia campaign highlighting the im-
portance of voting for women can-
didates.

As a result of the May 2005 elec-
tions, the percentage
of women members of
Parliament has in-
creased from 7.7% to
21%, a total of 117

® women MPs.

Women’s Campaign
International (WCI) is a
. U.S. based non-profit

| organization. It works
with women leaders,
activists, advocacy

. |groups, and other non-
profit partner organiza-
tions. Since its found-

conducted for all members
of the House of Peoples’

Women MPs at the training.

ing in 1998, WCI has
conducted training pro-

Represe ntatives in December
2005.

The purpose of the USAID/

Women’s Campaign International
program in Ethiopia is to increase
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gional State Councils and 78
women candidates campaigning to
represent their constituencies in
the Federal House of People’s Rep-
resentatives. WCI also awarded a
sub-grant to the Ethiopian Women

grams in Romania, Venezuela, Uru-
guay, the Andean Region, Bosnia
and Herzegovina, Namibia, Tanza-
nia; a program in Malawi is now
underway. ¢
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The United States Salutes Workplace Efforts to Fight HIV/AIDS,
Tuberculosis

Addis Ababa (U.S. Embassy) - The ates that help large companies re- Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief.
United States, through the U.S. spond to both diseases, acting as
Agency for International Develop- consultants to company manage- As a result of this program, partici-
ment (USAID), has paid tribute to ment and creating activities to help pating companies are linking peer
the managers and staff of 22 them better understand and re- education with testing for HIV and
Ethiopian companies for their com- spond to HIV/AIDS and TB and to  TB, nutrition counseling, and medi-
mitment to promoting cal products such as
workplace-based efforts to water disinfectants,
fight the HIV/AIDS epi- multivitamins, and in-
demic. These dedicated secticide-treated nets
employees were acknowl- to prevent illness.
edged for their leadership These low cost ser-
in innovative programs that vices reduce absence
reach thousands of their from work and keep
colleagues and their fami- employees who are
lies with vital information living with HIV/AIDS
the prevention, care, and healthier, allowing
treatment of HIV and tu- them to continue
berculosis. working to support
their families.
“The numbers of employ-
ees and family members
who have benefited by the
steps these companies
have taken are impressive,”
said Janet Wilgus, the U.S.
Embassy’s Deputy Chief of
Mission, at a recognition
event organized by USAID
program partner Abt Asso- companies in Ethiopia,
ciates. “With 1.5 million ! as well as to work
people living with HIV/AIDS i i . i with private clinics to
in Ethiopia, there is no U.S. _Embassys Deputy Chief of Mission Janet Wilgus improve both service
backing down against HIv/ |SPeaking at the event. quality and accessibil-
AIDS and Tuberculosis ity. ¢
awareness.” become more effective with train-

ing, communications, and best
USAID supports these workplace  practices. Funding for this pro-
initiatives through its Private Sec- gram, which totals over $900,000
tor Program, which assists pro- (about 7.8 million birr) is made
gram partners such as Abt Associ- possible in part by the President’s

Since March 2005,
USAID’s Private Sector
Program has supported
over 30,000 employ-
ees and family mem-
bers in 34 workplaces,
with plans in place to
reach 55 of the largest
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Bush Africa Policy Team Scores High with Former USTR Official

By Jim Fisher-Thompson
Washington File Staff Writer

Washington -- Sub-Saharan Af-
rica is facing wide-ranging political
and economic challenges with the
help of an "unprecedented” U.S.
policy and development team, says
former U.S. Trade Representative
(USTR) for Africa Rosa Whitaker.

Whitaker, who was named the
first USTR for Africa in President
Bill Clinton’s administration, has
high praise for his successor,
President George Bush, whose
"excellent™ choices of advisers
and policymakers, she says, are
working well to partner with Afri- |
cans seeking sustainable political
and economic development.

In a February 7 interview with
the Washington File, the former
official, who now runs her own
international business consulting
firm, the Whitaker Group, said, "I

Whitaker said.

$30 million global competitiveness
program for Africa. But we would

Acknowledging Bush's continued just like to see more money in the

"very strong commitment to Af-
rica," the former official said: "I
think that one fundamental compo-
nent, however, needs some more
work, and that's on trade-capacity
building. While he has increased
financial support to health and
overall development, it's trade-

budget for efforts like that.

"l believe that Africans, if given
the opportunities and support, can,
like China, export themselves out
of poverty -- and so ultimately not
have to depend on aid and debt
relief,” Whitaker said.

According to U.S. government
statistics, the Bush administration
provided $3.2 billion in develop-
ment aid to Africa in 2004. This
was triple the amount provided in
2000 and "the fastest rate of
growth in U.S. foreign assistance
since the Marshall Plan,” for the
reconstruction of post-World War
Il Europe, a State Department fact
| sheet notes.

Other forms of assistance to the
continent include $635 million in
humanitarian aid to Darfur from

think President Bush has an ex-

Rosa Whitaker

2003 to 2005; HIV/AIDS relief

ceptional Africa team and he has
done exceptional work on Africa."

Beginning with a trip he made to
Africa in July 2003, Bush has
shown an extraordinary concern
for the continent and its people,
Whitaker said. "This concentration
is reflected in his team -- people
like Jendayi Frazer [assistant sec-
retary of state for African affairs]
and Cindy Courville [national secu-
rity adviser on Africa].

"Also, it was especially hearten-
ing to all of us who care about Af-
rica to have Ambassador [and for-
mer USTR Robert] Zoellick and
Secretary [of State Condoleezza]
Rice involved in African af-
fairs. This is an "A" team -- one of
the best seen in any administration
having to do with Africa,”
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capacity building that is going to
truly result in the kind of sustain-
able development his administra-
tion is trying to achieve in sub-
Saharan Africa.”

Whitaker explained that she
meant ""those initiatives like AGOA
[African Growth and Opportunity
Act] that help build the capacity of
Africa’s private sector and govern-
ments to take advantage of the
market opportunities that AGOA
affords.™

"Don't get me wrong," she
added. "Bush is pushing AGOA IV
[an expanded version of the cur-
rent legislation] forward, and he
has done more than any other
president in terms of building trade
capacity: for example, he has a

amounting to $780 million 2004;
and $150 million to the African
Union peacekeeping mission in
Darfur.

For more on U.S. policy in the
region, see Africa (http://usinfo.
state.gov/af/).

(The Washington File is a product
of the Bureau of International In-
formation Programs, U.S. Depart-
ment of State. Web site: http://
usinfo.state.gov) ¢
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U.S. Goals in Sudan Include Peace, Aid Access, Strengthening AU

Muslim North and the non-Muslim
South, ongoing violence and spo-

that had ended a 22-year civil war
that killed over 2 million people.”

By Susan Ellis
Washington File Staff Writer

Washington — The United States,
which assumed the chairmanship
of the U.N. Security Council for
the month of February, will use its
position "to try to strengthen the
African Union's work in Darfur to

radic atrocities continue to
threaten and displace the residents
of the country's western region of
Darfur. AU-mediated peace nego-
tiations are going on in Abuja, with
the seventh and latest round of
talks, which began on November

ensure that [it has] the resources
necessary to provide for humani-
tarian access as well as to try to
protect civilians and, again, to
arrest the deterioration,” U.S.
Assistant Secretary of State for
African Affairs Jendayi Frazer
told the news media February 3
at a State Department briefing.

Frazier also told reporters the
Comprehensive Peace Agreement
(CPA) in Sudan will benefit Dar-
fur and bring the country's civil
war to a close as well.

Recently back from the region,
Frazer said the CPA "provides
the framework for achieving [a]
political solution on Darfur."

"There are many tragedies in

The United States continues to

have three major objectives in Dar-
fur, she said.

"One, and most im-
portantly, trying to get that peace

agreement; secondly, trying to en-
sure humanitarian access; and also

trying to continue to push all
of the parties to respect their
cease- fire and to strengthen
the African Union's mission so
that it can better secure civil-
ians and provide for that hu-
manitarian access."

She said in Sudan there has
been "a fraying of the security
environment and violations of
the cease -fire on the part of all
parties -- the rebels, SLA
[Sudan Liberation Army], the
JEM [Justice and Equality
Movement], as well as the
government of Sudan and its
militia forces, particularly the
Jingaweit."

Regarding the planned transi-
tion of the AU Mission in Su-

Darfur, and ultimately what we
need to arrest the deteriorating
situation, the security environ-

U.S. Assistant Secretary of State for
Africa Jendayi Frazer

dan (AMIS) to a blue-hatted
U.N. mission, Frazer said the
AU has been "highly success-

ment there, is a peace agree-
ment, a peace solution,” Frazer
continued. "We're continuing to
work with the AU [African Union]
mediator, Dr. Salim Salim, in

28, 2005, having resumed after a
holiday break on January 15.

Speaking of the current visit to

Abuja, Nigeria, to ... find a solution Washington of Southern Sudan

to the crisis in Darfur through a
power-sharing and wealth-sharing
agreement that also has some ar-
rangements for security."

Although the Khartoum govern-
ment and the Sudan People’s Lib-
eration Movement (SPLM) signed
the CPA January 9, 2005, ending
more than 20 years of civil war be-
tween Sudan’s predominantly

Minister of Roads and Transport
Rebecca Garang, Frazer said the
multiple tragedies in Darfur have
"overshadowed the North-South
Peace Agreement and the impor-
tant work that's still required to
implement the Comprehensive

Peace Agreement. And | think

that Rebecca Garang's visit here
helps us to continue to focus on
trying to consolidate the peace

ful in diminishing the large-
scale organized violence in Dar-
fur.” She added that the AU
Peace and Security Council agreed
on January 12, "in principle, to
seek a transition from the AMIS
force to a U.N. operation within
the framework of partnership be-
tween the AU, the U.N. and their
respective members.”™ It is not a
new idea, but one that was envi-
sioned since the beginning of the
AMIS operation in August 2004,
she added.

"We're also very pleased that

(Continued on page 10)
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U.S., Multinational Troops Renovate School in Djibouti

The following article origi- || e unsafe and there were no
nally appeared February 2 toilets.™

in the U.S. Central Com- : .
mand/Coalition Newslet-
ter. There are no republi-
cation restrictions.

The new wall offers more
security and also keeps
wandering animals from
roaming around the school
grounds, Captain Munj
said.

(begin byliner)

Combined Joint Task
Force-Horn of Africa
renovates Djiboutian
school, builds walls
By USAF Tech. Sgt.

41 School officials dedicated
the school and wall in a

ceremony Jan. 31 attended

by Marguerita Ragsdale, U.

Cindy Dorfner Marguerita Ragsdale, U.S. Ambassador to the Re- S. A_mbass?dor to the_ Re-
public of Djibouti (second from left), and Col. Nicho- |Public of Djibouti, officials

DJIBOUTIVILLE, DJI- las Augustine, future operations officer for CITF- from CJTF-HOA, as well as
BOUTI, February 2, HOA, perform the traditional ribbon-cutting cere- teachers, parents and stu-
2006 -- AbOUt_ 1,800 stu- mony during the dedication of the Al-Hourya School dents.
dents now enjoy a safer

. and fence Jan. 31. e

and more secure learning It's a great pleasure for
environment after a major renova- part of the project. A local contrac- me, on behalf of the United States,
tion of the Al-Hourya School here tor completed the work. to dedicate the renovation of this
funded by the Combined Joint school and this wall," said Col.
Task Force-Horn of Africa. According to Pakistan Army Nicholas Augustine, future opera-

Capt. Omer Munj, an engineer as- tions officer for Combined Joint
CJTF-HOA is made up of U.S. signed to CJTF-HOA, the school Task Force-Horn of Africa.

joint forces, the U.S. Depart-
ment of State and more than
two dozen coalition forces from
around the globe. The group
conducts operations and train-
ing to help host nations estab-
lish a secure environment and
enable regional stability.

Colonel Augustine saved the
_ | bulk of his message for the
school’s students -- a group he
addressed as the future leaders
of Djibouti.

"This is a very important time
in your life -- a time you will
make new friends and learn
new things," he said. "The coa-
lition came here to help reno-
vate your school because we
want you to have a nice place

The nearly $130,000 venture
saw a complete overhaul to all
four buildings on the school
grounds, including repair or re-
placement of ceilings and roofs,

electrical components and Students at the Al-Hourya School gather |[to learn.”

plumbing systems. A building during the dedication ceremony of the

with toilets was constructed school and a security wall Jan. 31. (Distributed by the Bureau of

and the buildings were painted. International Information Pro-

and surrounding wall were in des- grams, U.S. Department of State.

In addition to the renovations, a perate need of the repairs. Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov) ¢

wall surrounding the school

grounds was demolished and a "The school and wall were in

concrete security fence rebuilt as  very bad shape,” Captain Munj
said. "The electrical system was
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Bush Seeks $3 Billion for Millennium Challenge Account in 2007

By Bruce Odessey
Washington File Staff Writer

Washington -- President Bush has
requested $3 billion in the fiscal
year starting October 1 (fiscal year
2007) for the Millennium Chal-
lenge Account (MCA), his foreign
aid program aimed at rewarding
countries that rule justly, invest in
people and promote economic
freedom.

The president had asked for the
same level of spending for fiscal
year 2006, but Congress approved
only $1.7 billion.

In his fiscal 2007 budget pro-
posal to Congress released Febru-
ary 6, Bush also asked for $2.9
billion for his Emergency Plan for
AIDS Relief, up from more than
$1.9 billion approved for the cur-
rent year.

The budget proposal is the first
step in a long, complex legislative
process. Before the federal gov-
ernment can spend any money,
the House of Representatives and
Senate must pass final spending
bills and the president must sign
them.

The Millennium Challenge Corpo-
ration, which operates the MCA,
so far has identified 23 eligible
countries and approved agree-
ments with eight of them -- Mada-
gascar, Cape Verde, Honduras,
Nicaragua, Georgia, Armenia,
Vanuatu and Benin -- worth a total
$1.5 billion.

In 2002 when Bush laid out his
MCA proposal, he envisioned an-
nual spending would have reached
$5 billion by now, but Congress
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has cut his request each year.

New MCC Director John
Danilovich has said he wants to
speed up the MCA application and
payment processes and make lar-
ger agreements with fewer coun-
tries to achieve the greatest im-
pact. (See Millennium Challenge
Account (http://usinfo.state.gov/ei/
economic_issues/mca.html).)

Over the past year the United
States has spent more than $8.2
billion to fight the global HIV/AIDS
epidemic, providing anti-retroviral
treatment for more than 400,000
people in 15 focus countries, most
of them in sub-Saharan Africa.

The president's request for fiscal
year 2007 seeks $4 billion for the
AIDS fight, including the $2.9 bil-
lion for the Emergency Plan. It
also would include about $300
million for the Global Fund to Fight
AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria,
following on U.S. contributions of
$2 billion to the Global Fund 2002-
2006. (See HIV/AIDS (http://
usinfo.state.gov/gi/global_issues/
hiv_aids.html).)

In addition to the money for MCA
and HIV/AIDS, President Bush has
proposed the following foreign
spending for fiscal year 2007:

$6.2 billion in assistance in the
global War on Terror;

$1.1 billion for reconstruction
activities in Afghanistan;

$771 million to support Irag's
transition to self reliance;

$2.7 billion in development and
child survival and health assis-

tance;

$1.3 billion in disaster, transition
and refugee assistance;

$1.3 billion in food and famine
assistance;

$722 million in counter-narcotics
funding for the Andean Counter-
drug Initiative, including $465 mil-
lion for Colombia; and

$276 million to address global
peacekeeping requirements and
establish the Office of the Coordi-
nator for Reconstruction and Stabi-
lization to coordinate U.S. govern-
ment civilian response to condi-
tions in failed, failing and post-
conflict states.

A fact sheet (http://www.state.
gov/r/palprs/ps/2006/60436.htm)
on the international affairs budget
request is available on the State
Department Web site. An MCC
press release (http://www.mcc.
gov/public_affairs/press_releases/
pr_020606_fyO7budget.shtml) is
available on at the corporation’s
Web site.

For information on how U.S. for-
eign assistance is affecting lives,
see Partnership for a Better Life
(http://usinfo.state.gov/
partnerships/index.html).

(The Washington File is a product
of the Bureau of International In-
formation Programs, U.S. Depart-
ment of State. Web site: http://
usinfo.state.gov) ¢
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Bush Pledges Active Foreign Policy To Promote Democracy

By Todd Bullock
Washington File Staff Writer

Washington -- An active foreign
policy that alleviates suffering and
helps those most in need serves
both the short and long-term inter-
ests of the United States, says
President Bush.

"One reason to be active in the
world is to spread peace," Bush
said February 1 in a speech in
Nashville, Tennessee, "If the
United States were to withdraw,
we'd miss an opportunity to make
this world a more peaceful place
for generations to come."”

The president’s remarks in Nash-
ville marked the first of several
speeches in which he will discuss
his agenda for 2006 as laid out in
his January 31 State of the Union
address to Congress and the
American people. In that address
Bush called for the United States
to engage the international com-
munity as a means of building
prosperity, security, freedom and
hope around the world. (See re-
lated article (http://usinfo.state.
gov/is/Archive/2006/Jan/31-
882023.html).)

BUSH OUTLINES U.S. STRAT-
EGY FOR IRAQ

The president said victory in Iraq
will be achieved when that nation
is a self-sustaining democracy ca-
pable of governing and defending
itself, as well as an ally in the War
on Terror, the president said.

The goal is to help Irag become
“a country which will serve as a
powerful example of liberty and
freedom in a part of the world that
is desperate for liberty and free-
dom,” Bush said.
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"The Iraqis have shown incredible
courage, and a strong desire to live
in [a] democracy,” Bush said, cit-
ing successful elections in 2005 in
which Iragi voters not only ratified
a constitution but chose legislators
for the Council of Representa-
tives. (See Iraq's Political Process
(http://usinfo.state.gov/mena/
middle_east_north_africa/iraq/
political_process.html).)

“This young democracy has gone
from tyranny -- a brutal dictator
that killed or had killed thousands
of people, to a country which had
a transitional government in an
election, to a country which wrote
a progressive constitution ... and
had that constitution ratified, to a
country in which 11 million people
voted in elections last December,”
he said.

Regarding security in Iraq, Bush
said his administration would con-
tinue to focus on training lraqi se-
curity forces.

"There is a great bravery
amongst these Iraqi soldiers,” he
said. "Our job is to convert their
desire to protect their new democ-
racy into effective forces, and
that's what we're doing."

The president lauded Iraqgi secu-
rity forces® success during the De-
cember 2005 elections as there
was significantly lower violence
than during the October 2005
elections.

Additionally, he noted U.S. com-
manders were turning over more
Iraqi territory to Iraqi security
forces to maintain. "As the Iraqis
are capable of taking the fight to
the enemy, we will reduce our
troop levels,"” Bush said, adding

that U.S. troop withdrawals wiill
depend on recommendations from
U.S. military commanders.

"We've defined victory, and now
it's up to the commanders on the
ground to help us achieve that vic-
tory,"” he said.

For additional information on U.S.
policy, see Iraq Update (http://
usinfo.state.gov/mena/
middle_east_north_africa/iraq.
html).

IRAN

The international community will
remain unified in calling for Iran to
abandon its efforts to obtain nu-
clear weapons, Bush said.

The United States and the other
four permanent members of the U.
N. Security Council -- Britain,
China, France and Russia -- along
with Germany and the European
Union will ask the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) to
report Iran to the U.N. Security
Council over Iran’s nuclear pro-
gram. (See related article (http://
usinfo.state.gov/usinfo/
Archive/2006/Jan/31-598440.
html).)

The IAEA board of governors will
meet in special session February 2
on what course of action to
take. The IAEA already has found
Iran in violation of nuclear obliga-
tions and issued a warning to the
government in Tehran in Septem-
ber 2005. Iran has insisted its nu-
clear program is intended only to
produce electricity.

In a February 1 interview with

the Associated Press, Bush said he
had spoken to Russian President

(Continued on page 14)
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Rumsfeld Says U.S. Must See Iragq Mission Through to Completion

By David Anthony Denny
Washington File Staff Writer

Washington -- The global War on
Terror is not a conflict between
Islam and the West, Defense Sec-
retary Donald Rumsfeld says, but
rather an intra-Muslim clash be-
tween moderates and extremists.

"The enemy would like to
define this war as a conflict
between Islam and the
West, but it is not,” Rums-
feld told the Senate Armed
Services Committee Febr u-
ary 7. "The vast majority
of Muslims do not share the
violent ideology of al-Qaida.
... [They] do not want the
extremists to win, and
many are opposing them at
every opportunity,” he said.

moment of every day from every
conceivable method and mode of
attack.

"The only way to protect the
American people, therefore, is to
... focus on developing a range of
capabilities, rather than preparing
to confront any one threat,” said

where the enemy is going next,
rather than simply where the en-
emy was. ... And this means up-
grading U.S. intelligence capabili-
ties -- both human and technologi-
cal -- and more effectively linking
technology to operations in real
time in the field,"” he said.

Committee Chairman
John Warner of Virginia
voiced concern about
"the increasing level of
corruption and criminality
in Iraq, and the difficulty
that our coalition forces
are finding in performing
military missions in the
face of this very signifi-
cant corruption and crimi-
nality."

In reply, Rumsfeld

Marine General Peter
Pace, the chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, told
the committee, "We are in-

Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld testifies be-
fore the Senate Armed Services Committee on Capi-
tol Hill in Washington, February 7, 2006.
REUTERS/Kevin Lamarque

agreed that corruption is a
problem, but said, "I don't
know that it's on the in-
crease. What's on the
increase is our awareness

volved in a long war against an en-
emy that is ruthless, adaptive and
patient, and they are trying to de-
stroy the resolve of the American
people through gradual attri-

tion. Iraq is certainly ... the center
of gravity in this war on terror-
ism."

Rumsfeld said, "If America has
the patience and the will to see
this noble and necessary mission
to completion -- and we must --
Irag can emerge as a nation with a
representative government, at
peace with its neighbors, and one
that can become an ally in the
global War on Terror."

Explaining the rationale for the
fiscal year 2007 defense budget,
Rumsfeld said it is impossible to
defend the United States at every
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Rumsfeld. "And this approach ...
has governed decisions made in
developing both the president’s
budget and the Quadrennial De-
fense Review," he added. (

Although the Defense Depart-
ment remains prepared to fight
conventional wars, Rumsfeld said,
"We've shifted ... to a greater em-
phasis on fighting unconventional,
or irregular, or asymmetric wars
against terrorist cells or enemy
guerrillas.” That is why Special
Forces Operations will have dou-
bled since 2001, and will include a
Marine Corps component for the
first time, he said.

Further, the role and importance
of intelligence is being shifted, the
secretary said. "In the future, we
must be better in ascertaining

of corruption.

"It's true that violence, corrup-
tion and criminality continue to
pose challenges in Iraqg,” Rumsfeld
said. "There has been, historically,
corruption in that country. And it
is something that is so corrosive of
democracy that | quite agree with
you that it's critically important
that it be attacked, and that the
new leadership in that country be
measured against their commit-
ment to attacking corruption.”

Ranking minority member Carl
Levin of Michigan noted that crit-
ics have called the new Iragi Con-
stitution "a divisive docu-
ment.” He then read a quote of
President Bush praising the consti-
tution on December 12, 2005, and

(Continued on page 14)
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President Bush Addresses Coretta King Memorial Service

Addressing a memorial
service attended by at
least 10,000 people,
many of whom lined up
before 3:00 a.m., and a |
parade of dignitaries in-
cluding three of his
predecessors and more
than one dozen United
States senators, Presi-
dent Bush on February
7 offered the nation’s
sympathy at the pass-
ing of Coretta Scott
King, “a woman who
worked to make our na-
tion whole."

wi i _I-"
- -

Mrs. King, the widow
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needed an America
that upheld their
equality, and wrote
their rights into law."

been asked of a pas-
tor’s wife,” the presi-
dent continued, "and
rarely has so much
been taken away."

Despite this loss, "no
one could make her
bitter. ... And when
she spoke, America
listened closely, be-
cause her voice car-
ried the wisdom and

of the slain Martin Lu-
ther King Jr., died Janu-
ary 30 at the age of 78.
(See related article
(http://usinfo.state.gov/

Guests listen to speakers at the home going celebration for
Coretta Scott King, Tuesday, Feb. 7, 2006 at the New
Birth Missionary Church in Atlanta, Ga.,.
White House photo by Eric Draper

goodness of a life well
lived."

Former Presidents
Jimmy Carter, George

scv/Archive/2006/Jan/31-42754.
html).)

Her body lay in honor at the Geor-
gia state Capitol, and at Atlanta’s
Ebenezer Baptist Church, where
Martin Luther King Jr. held the pul-
pit as co-pastor with his father
from 1960 to 1968, and then at
the 10,000-seat New Birth Mis-
sionary Baptist Church. The Asso-
ciated Press estimated that more
than 160,000 mourners have paid
their respects.

President Bush told the assem-
blage that Coretta Scott King’s
"dignity was a daily rebuke to the
pettiness and cruelty of segrega-
tion."

Observing that the King family
had been subjected to vicious
words, threatening calls in the
night and a bombing at their
house, Bush said that Mrs. King
"decided that her children needed
more than a safe home — they

H.W. Bush and Bill Clinton all were
scheduled to speak, along with the
four King children, including the
Reverend Bernice Albertine King,
who was scheduled to deliver the
eulogy, and numerous dignitaries.

See also “Americans Celebrate
Achievements of Martin Luther
King Jr. (http://usinfo.state.gov/
scv/Archive/2006/Jan/11-901573.
html)” e

U.S. Goals in Sudan Include Peace, Aid Access, Strengthening AU . . .

(Continued from page5)

Congo-Brazzaville President Sas-
sou-Nguesso is the new president
of the AU, and his country is also
now a member of the [U.N.] Secu-
rity Council. And so we do believe
that the AU and the U.N. Security
Council, through its president, will
be able to work very closely to-
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gether to try to secure the environ- situation, and to continue to sup-

ment and bring about a peaceful
resolution of the crisis in Darfur.

"We will support the AU's ef-
fort. As | said, we'll use our Feb-
ruary presidency of the Security

port the AU's mediation to get a
peaceful solution.”

A transcript (http://www.state.
gov/p/af/rls/rm/2006/60376.htm)
of the briefing is available on the

Council to achieve and improve se- State Department Web site. ¢

curity, to improve the humanitarian
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U.S. Will Aid Nations Combating Terrorism Within Their Borders

Washington -— Defense Secretary
Donald Rumsfeld says the United
States will use all elements of na-
tional power to prevent terrorists
from acquiring weapons of mass
destruction and to aid friendly na-
tions combating terrorism within
their borders.

The terrorists that the United
States and a coalition of 85 na-
tions are battling are willing to
wait long periods of times between
attacks, the secretary told an audi-
ence at the Washington National
Press Club February 2. While ter-
rorists who have attacked U.S.
and allied interests may have been
weakened by collective efforts,
they still “lurk in [the] shadows,”
he added, waiting to use violent
means to capture media headlines.

Speaking some 52 months after
the September 11 attacks against
New York and the Pentagon,
Rumsfeld said al-Qaida is both
“global in scope” and “ruthless in
purpose.” And, he said, another
18 loosely related terrorist organi-
zations in places such as Israel,
Indonesia, Russia, Algeria, Soma-
lia, Saudi Arabia and Pakistan
want to support a vision to take
over existing governments extend-
ing from North Africa to South
Asia. As evidence of their plan,
Rumsfeld said the terrorists have
distributed a map on which na-
tional borders have been erased,
giving way to what he described
as a “global extremist Islamic em-
pire.”

What is transpiring today is not a
war between the West and the
Muslim world as some extremists
have incorrectly suggested, the
secretary said, but a war primarily
within the Muslim world.
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The opportunity now exists, he
said, to take action before extrem-
ist groups grow stronger and “gain
even more adherents.” It is up to
this generation to listen, learn and
act upon this opportunity, Rums-
feld said, “or be prepared to pay
severe penalties” in the future.

The secretary quoted Pakistani
President Pervez Musharraf as say-
ing terrorism must be fought by
finding ways to prevent extremists
from turning into terrorists “by
showing them a different way of
life.”

Achieving that means working
with partner countries around the
world, the secretary said, and by
attracting those who would other-
wise be caught up in the vision of-
fered by radical Muslim
schools. Rumsfeld said ways must
be found to diminish the attraction
of a militant ideology that pro-
motes beheadings and suicide
bombings, and to offer those indi-
viduals who would look elsewhere
the opportunity to acquire useful
productive skills.

Asked when he thought the long
war against terrorism might end,
Rumsfeld said the “prolonged and
complex struggle” will end gradu-
ally after a sustained effort as
more and more countries prove
successful in counterterrorism ef-
forts.

The secretary also answered
guestions about Hamas, Kuwait
and North Korea.

The secretary said the newly
elected Hamas government in the
Palestinian Territories must decide
how it will use its elected power:
in a responsible manner, or, to pro-
mote the goals of a terrorist or-

ganization. Hamas has a free
choice, Rumsfeld said, and the de-
cision it takes will determine the
level of cooperation it receives on
financial assistance and other mat-
ters. (See related article (http://
usinfo.state.gov/mena/
Archive/2006/Jan/27-285951.
html).)

Rumsfeld said he did not expect
the U.S.-Kuwaiti relationship to
change in any way with the ap-
pointment of a new emir. He said
he expects similar continuity of
leadership from Shaykh Sabah Al-
Ahmed Al-Jaber Al Sabah. (See
related article (http://usinfo.state.
gov/xarchives/display.html?

p=washfile-
engish&y=2006&m=January&x=
20060130162116bcrek-

law0.7969019&t=mena/mena-
latest.html).)

On North Korea’s nuclear ambi-
tions, the secretary said Russia,
Japan, China, South Korea and the
United States are working dili-
gently on the diplomatic front to
persuade North Korea’s leaders to
follow the example of Libya and
give up nuclear weapons. Itis en-
tirely possible, he said, that North
Korea might decide to follow
Libya’s constructive path. (See U.
S. Policy Toward North Korea
(http://usinfo.state.gov/eap/
east_asia_pacific/north_korea.
html).)

For additional information, see
Response to Terrorism (http://
usinfo.state.gov/is/
international_security/terrorism.
html).

(Distributed by the Bureau of Inter-
national Information Programs, U.

S. Department of State. Web site:
http://usinfo.state.gov) ¢
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U.S. Attorney General Gonzales Says Secret Wiretapping Lawful

By Carol Walker
Washington File Staff Writer

Washington -- The U.S. program
that conducts terrorist surveillance
is “lawful in all respects,” Attorney
General Alberto R. Gonzales told
the Senate Judiciary Committee
on February 6, his first day of
testimony defending the National
Security Administration’s pro-
gram.

Republican Senator Arlen Spec-
ter from Pennsylvania, commit-
tee chair, said the purpose of the
hearings was to examine how
the president’s surveillance pro-
gram fits with the Foreign Intelli-
gence Surveillance Act, which
was passed in 1978 and prohib-
its electronic surveillance without
an order from a secret court.

Specter said the program also
should be examined in the con-
text of the general authority
granted to President Bush by

stituted in the United States after
the September 11, 2001, attacks
by al-Qaida, and it has detected
and prevented terror plots in the
United States and abroad.

President Bush approved the pro-
gram, which Gonzales described as
an early warning system for the
21st century, and imposed safe-
guards to protect the privacy and
civil liberties of Americans.

For example, only phone calls
and e-mails between a foreign
country and the United States are
authorized for interception under
the terrorist surveillance program,
and the surveillance is triggered
only when a career professional
at the National Security Admini-
stration has reasonable grounds
to believe that one of the parties
to a communication is a member
or agent of al-Qaida or an affili-
ated terrorist organization.

“If you’re talking with al-Qaida,”
Gonzales quoted President Bush,
“we want to know what you’re
saying.”

“The program is consistent with
our Constitution,” Gonzales

Congress after September 11,
2001, and updated five times
since then to give the president
broad and flexible authority for
the use of force against terror-
ists.

U.S. Attorney General Alberto Gonza-
les speaks to members of the Senate
Judiciary Committee on Capitol Hill in
Washington, February 6, 2006.
REUTERS/Kevin Lamarque

added. “Under Article II, the pres-
dent has the duty and authority to
protect America from attack.”

Additional information (http://
judiciary.senate.gov/hearing.cfm?

To fight the War on Terror, the
Bush administration has used legal
means to search out terrorists
abroad and shut down their cells in
the United States, Gonzales said.

“To succeed, we must deploy
not just soldiers and sailors, air-
men and marines, we must also
depend on intelligence analysts,
surveillance experts, and the nim-
ble use of our technological
strengths,” he added.

According to Gonzales, the ter-
rorist surveillance program was in-

Page 12

Democratic and Republican lead-
ers of the House and the Senate
Intelligence Committees have
“known about this program for
years,” Gonzales said. “The bipar-
tisan leadership of both the House
and Senate has also been in-
formed. During the course of these
briefings, no members of Congress
asked that the program be discon-
tinued.”

In response to senators’ ques-
tions about the constitutionality
and legality of the program’s war-
rantless surveillance, Gonzales said

id=1727) about the hearing is
available on the committee’s Web
site.

(The Washington File is a product
of the Bureau of International In-
formation Programs, U.S. Depart-
ment of State. Web site: http://
usinfo.state.gov) ¢
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Negroponte Says Terrorism Tops U.S. List of Threats

By David Anthony Denny
Washington File Staff Writer

Washington -- The director of U.
S. national intelligence calls terror-
ism "the pre-eminent threat to our
citizens, to our homeland and to
our interests abroad."

Ambassador John Negroponte
told a Senate Select Intelligence
Committee hearing February 2
that ""the war on terror is our
first priority and driving concern
as we press ahead with a major
transformation of the intelli-
gence community." Negroponte
was the main administration wit-
ness testifying about worldwide
threats faced by the United
States. Also present at the
hearing were: Central Intelli-
gence Agency Director Porter
Goss; Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation Director Robert Mueller;
General Michael Hayden, Negro-

transnational challenges such as
the geopolitics of energy, narco-
trafficking and possible pandemics.

From his perspective as director

of U.S. national intelligence, Ne-
groponte said ""the most dramatic

the 21st century: accelerating
change affecting and challenging
us all.”

At the top of the intelligence
community’s list of threats is al-
Qaida, Negroponte said. Though
much of its 2001 leadership has
been eliminated and its cadres
depleted, he said, ""the organiza-
tion's core elements still plot and
make preparations for terrorist
strikes against the homeland and
other targets, from bases in the
Pakistan-Afghanistan border
area." He added that al-Qaida
has benefited from its merger
with Abu Musaab al-Zargawi's
network in Iraq. That has, he
said, "broadened al-Qaida's ap-
peal within the jihadist commu-
nity and potentially put new re-
sources at its disposal."

Assessing the situation in Iraq,
Negroponte said if Iraqgis create a

ponte's principal deputy; De-
fense Intelligence AgencyDirec-
tor Lieutenant General Michael
Maples; Department Of Home-
land Security Chief Intelligence
Officer Charles Allen; and Princi-
pal Deputy Assistant Secretary
of State For Intelligence and Re-
search Carol Rodley.

U.S. Director of National Intelligence
John Negroponte (L) answers a question
at a Senate Select Intelligence Commit-
tee hearing on world wide threats to the
United States, on Capitol Hill in Wash-

ington, February 2, 2006.
REUTERS/Jason Reed

stable political and security
situation, "the jihadists will be
perceived to have failed and
fewer jihadists will leave Iraq de-
termined to carry on the fight
elsewhere." If not, the jihadists
"could secure an operational
base in Iraq and inspire sympa-
thizers elsewhere to move be-

In an opening statement to the
committee, Negroponte presented
a general survey of threats to the
United States as analyzed and
evaluated by the U.S. Intelligence
community. He commented on:
global jihadists and the efforts to
defeat them; the struggle in Iraq
and Afghanistan against
"insurgency, terror, and extrem-
ism”; Iran and North Korea in the
context of proliferation of weapons
of mass destruction; political insta-
bility in various regions; and glob-
alization, emerging powers and
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change of all is the exponential in-
crease in the number of targets we
must identify, track and ana-

lyze." Analysts must pay attention
not only to unfriendly national gov-
ernments, he said, but also to
"terrorist groups, proliferation net-
works, alienated communities,
charismatic individuals, narcotraf-
fickers and microscopic influenza."

These are issues that confront
not only the United States, Negro-
ponte continued, but also
"responsible leaders every-
where. That is the true nature of

yond rhetoric to attempt attacks
against neighboring Middle Eastern
nations, against Europe, and even
the United States." (See Iraq Up-
date (http://usinfo.state.gov/mena/
middle_east_north_africal/iraq.
html).)

In the question-and-answer pe-
riod that followed Negroponte's
presentation, Committee Chairman
Pat Roberts asked him to assess
the intelligence community's cur-
rent capabilities to collect and ana-
lyze information about terrorism

(Continued on page 14)
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Bush Pledges Active Foreign Policy To Promote Democracy . . .

(Continued from page8)

Vladimir Putin about Iran and that
the two countries share the same
goal. Speaking to reporters en
route to Nashville, White House
press secretary Scott McClellan
said Bush voiced his support for a
Russian plan that would limit Te-
hran’s access to nuclear material
and waste that could be used to
make a weapon, but still provide
Iran with material for peaceful nu-
clear energy uses. (See related ar-
ticle (http://usinfo.state.gov/is/
Archive/2006/Jan/26-475860.
html).)

In his Nashville speech, Bush also
echoed remarks from his State of
the Union address that the United

States seeks greater friendship
with a free and democratic Iran.

"I believe that everybody desires
to be free, and | just wanted to as-
sure them [the Iranian people] that
some day that they’ll be able to
have a choice in their government,
and the United States looks for-
ward to a friendship with a free
and democratic Iran,"” Bush said of
his message to the Iranian people.

In his State of the Union address,
Bush said Iran is a nation “held
hostage by a small clerical elite
that is isolating and repressing its
people” and “defying the world
with its nuclear ambitions.”

A transcript (http://www.
whitehouse.gov/news/
releases/2006/02/20060201-5.
html) of Bush’s Nashville speech is
available on the White House Web
site.

For additional information, see
Arms Control and Non-Proliferation
(http://usinfo.state.gov/is/
international_security/
arms_control.html).

(The Washington File is a product
of the Bureau of International In-
formation Programs, U.S. Depart-
ment of State. Web site: http://
usinfo.state.gov) ¢

Negroponte Says Terrorism Tops U.S. List of Threats . . .

(Continued from page 13)
and proliferation regarding Iran,
North Korea and China.

"[W]e are working very, very
hard on this question of penetrat-
ing the hard targets, and I'm satis-
fied that we're making progress,"
Negroponte replied.

Committee ranking minority
member John D. Rockefeller IV
asked Negroponte to corroborate
statements the president and vice
president had made about the le-
gality of wiretaps without court
orders and the much-publicized
National Security Agency (NSA)
program to intercept communica-
tions between persons in the
United States and known or sus-
pected al-Qaida members or affili-
ates outside the country.
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Negroponte replied that the NSA
program has been "effective and
important ... in dealing with the
terrorist threat," and then asked
his deputy, Hayden, to elaborate.

Hayden said the intelligence
community had "learned informa-
tion from this program that would
not otherwise have been avail-
able," and that it has "helped de-
tect and prevent terrorist attacks
in the United States and abroad."

After the open hearing, the wit-
nesses continued to meet with the
committee in closed session.

For additional information, see
Response to Terrorism (http://
usinfo.state.gov/is/
international_security/terrorism.
html). ¢

Rumsfeld Says U.S. Must
See Irag Mission Through to
Completion . ..

(Continued from page9)

added, "The president’s effusive
praise is the wrong message be-
cause it lessens the likelihood that
the compromises necessary to
change the constitution will be
made."

In reply, Rumsfeld said that the
Iragi Constitution is "not perfect ...
nor was ours."

"Our Constitution still permitted
slavery, and women couldn't vote,"
Rumsfeld noted. "So it strikes me
that they have some work to do,
just as we had work to do, and I'm
encouraged that they'll accomplish
that work." ¢
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Treasury Official Urges More Active IMF Role on Currency Issues

By Andrzej Zwaniecki
Washington File Staff Writer

Washington -- The International
Monetary Fund (IMF) must aggres-
sively oversee national exchange
rate policies rather than shy away

from this role, U.S. Treasury Under

Secretary Tim Adams says.

An orderly resolution of global
current account imbalances re-
quires an "IMF capable of demon-
strating strong leadership on multi-
lateral exchange rate surveillance,"
Adams said February 2 at the
American Enterprise Institute, a
policy research institute in Wash-
ington.

In September 2005 Adams criti-
cized IMF management for relegat-
ing issues related to currency ex-
change regimes and policies to the
margins of the fund’s country-
specific reviews and noted that
special consultations regarding
such policies were held only twice
in IMF history. (See related article
(http://usinfo.state.gov/eap/
Archive/2005/Sep/16-200238.
html).)

Some private economists have
specifically criticized the IMF for
not doing enough to persuade
China and other emerging markets
in Asia to move toward flexible
currency exchange regimes.

The policy in China and some
other Asian countries of tying the
national currency to the U.S. dollar
at a set rate has consistently de-
pressed the value of their respec-
tive currencies. Combined with
the low savings rate in the United
States, undervalued Asian curren-
cies have led to huge global cur-
rent account imbalances -- sur-
pluses in Asia and a deficit in the
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United States.

IMF Managing Director Rodrigo
de Rato has rejected such criti-
cism. He said the IMF needs to be
sensitive to concerns of sovereign
countries and that "quiet diplo-
macy" is more effective than ag-
gressive moves.

But Adams proposed enhancing
the exchange rate surveillance

.‘1\

Adams said the IMF should pub-
lish a regular report dedicated to
global exchange rate develop-
ments, a suggestion supported by
some private economists including
former IMF officials.

In addition, Adams said, IMF
management and stakeholders
need to remove stigma from the
special consultation mechanism
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mechanism by clarifying its princi-
ples, making analysis and assess-
ment of exchange rate policies an
integral part of the IMF's regular
country-specific reviews and de-
stigmatizing the special consulta-
tion mechanism. He also called for
better analysis of exchange rate
trends and publishing relevant data
and assessments regularly.

He said that country-specific re-
views should bring back into focus
a "thorough" assessment of ex-
change rate issues that would
place more emphasis on the con-
sistency of a country's exchange
rate policy with other domestic
policies and multilateral principles.

that allows the fund to consult
with countries whose exchange
rate policies might not follow IMF
principles.

He said that because this mecha-
nism has been applied so rarely
"its use today would be perceived
as a huge stigma for the country
and might have market ramifica-
tions." Regular consultations
would avoid such unintended con-
sequences, Adams said.

He said U.S. concerns about
China's exchange rate policy were
too long perceived as a bilateral
issue. In fact, he said, this policy

(Continued on page 20)
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United States Recognizes World Wetlands Day

U.S. embassies are joining

local communities in many

world regions in observing

World Wetlands Day Febru-
ary 2.

The annual event marks the
anniversary of the Ramsar
Convention on Wetlands, an
international treaty signed in
1971 in Ramsar, Iran, which
is devoted to stopping the
worldwide loss of wetlands
and conservation of those
remaining. The 150 party
nations together have pro-
vided protections for more
than 1.2 million square kilo-
meters of wetlands, desig-
nating them “wetlands of interna-
tional importance.”

The United States is a party to
the treaty, and President Bush an-
nounced domestic initiatives to ad-
vance the international goals in
2004 when he set new goals to
create, improve and protect at
least 12,000 square kilometers of
wetlands over the next five years.

A description of Wetlands Day ac-
tivities are described in a media
note from the U.S. State Depart-
ment as follows:

(begin text)

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE
Office of the Spokesman
February 2, 2006

Media Note
World Wetlands Day

On February 2, United States Em-
bassies from South America to the
Middle East will join their local
communities to commemorate
World Wetlands Day, an annual
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celebration of the vital importance
of wetlands to the world's ecologi-
cal health and of efforts to con-
serve these invaluable habi-

tats. The day marks the anniver-
sary of the Ramsar Convention on
Wetlands, signed February 2,
1971 in Ramsar, Iran.

This year's theme, "In the face of
poverty ... wetlands are lifelines,"
emphasizes the essential role of
well-managed wetlands in poverty
alleviation. Wetlands provide a
crucial source of food, water, and
natural products. In rural areas,
wetlands are a primary source of
income, and can be vital when
other income sources fail. They
also play an important role as a
source of recreation, transporta-
tion, and cultural heritage.

Wetlands play a vital role in
storm and flood protection and
water filtration. They provide
groundwater replenishment, bene-
fiting inhabitants of entire water-
sheds. In addition, they provide a
rich feeding ground for migratory
birds, fish, and other animals and
boost local economies through op-

portunities for the harvesting
of aquatic resources and
ecotourism.

Recognizing the importance
of wetlands, the U.S. in
1987 joined the Ramsar Con-
vention, an international
treaty that aims to halt the
worldwide loss of wetlands
and to conserve those that
remain. The treaty's 150
Contracting Parties have des-
ignated more than 1500
wetlands sites totaling more
than 300 million acres for
inclusion in the Ramsar List
of Wetlands of International
Importance. On Earth Day
2004, President Bush announced
an aggressive new national initia-
tive to move beyond a policy of
"no net loss" of wetlands to an
overall increase of wetlands in
America. The President's goal is to
create, improve, and protect at
least three million wetland acres
over the next five years in order to
increase overall wetland acreage
and quality.

The U.S. currently has 22 Ram-
sar sites covering nearly 3.2 mil-
lion acres. This includes three sites
designated in 2005, two in Califor-
nia and one in Hawaii.

For further information, visit the
State Department's Bureau of
Oceans, Environment and Science
Web site at http://www.state.gov/
g/oes and the Ramsar Web site at
http://ramsar.org/ .

(end text)

(Distributed by the Bureau of Inter-
national Information Programs, U.

S. Department of State. Web site:
http://usinfo.state.gov) ¢
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United States Combating HIV/AIDS at Home and Abroad

The Bush administration’s ongo-
ing commitment to fighting HIV/
AIDS domestically and interna-
tionally was summarized in a
White House fact sheet issued
February 1.

At home, the Bush administra-
tion is advocating reform and
renewed funding for the major
law that provides for the care
and treatment of the more than
1 million Americans living with
HIV/AIDS. Abroad, the center-
piece of U.S. efforts is the na-
tion’s ongoing commitment to
the President’s Emergency Plan
for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR), a
five-year, $15 billion initiative
to expand treatment, care,
counseling and disease preven-
tion in 15 especially hard-hit na-
tions, according to the fact
sheet.

For information on how U.S.
foreign assistance is impacting
lives, see Partnership for a Bet-
ter Life (http://usinfo.state.gov/
partnerships/index.html).

The text of the fact sheet fo- &

 STER
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of HIV/AIDS assistance.

-- Congress Must Help States
Address Existing Gaps. The
President also called on Con-
gress to provide new funding
to help states end the waiting
lists for AIDS medicines in
America.

-- Americans Must Work To-
gether To Increase Prevention
Efforts, Improve The Lives Of
Those Living With HIV/AIDS,
And Stop The Spread Of The
Disease. The President called
for a nationwide effort, work-
ing closely with African-
American churches and faith-
based groups, to deliver rapid
HIV tests to millions, end the
stigma of AIDS, and come
closer to the day when there
are no new infections in Amer-
ica.

Taking Action Against HIV/
AIDS At Home

Today, More Than One Mil-
lion Americans Are Living With
HIV/AIDS. An estimated

lows:
(begin fact sheet)

THE WHITE HOUSE
Office of the Press Secretary
February 1, 2006

Continuing the Fight Against HIV/
AIDS In America

In his State of the Union Ad-
dress, President Bush Highlighted
The Administration’s Ongoing
Commitment To Preventing, Treat-
ing, And Defeating HIV/AIDS In
The United States. More than one
million Americans live with HIV,
and half of all AIDS cases occur
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among African Americans. The
President has made fighting the
domestic spread of HIV/AIDS a top
priority, and he will continue to
work with Congress to support ef-
fective prevention and compas-
sionate care and treatment.

-- Congress Must Reform And Re-
authorize The Ryan White CARE
Act. In his State of the Union Ad-
dress, the President again called
on Congress to reform and reau-
thorize this important legislation.
The Ryan White CARE Act is a
comprehensive approach to provid-
ing medical care, antiretroviral
treatments, and counseling and
testing for those in greatest need

250,000 people do not realize that
they carry the virus. Roughly
40,000 new transmissions occur
every year in the United States,
about half of them resulting from
individuals unaware they are in-
fecting others. The number of
AIDS cases is especially high in
African-American, Hispanic, and
gay communities, as well as
among intravenous drug users and
prisoners.

The Administration Is Taking Ac-
tion To Turn The Tide Against HIV/
AIDS In The United States And
Provide More Help To People Who
Need It Most. President Bush is

(Continued on page 18)

Weekly Special Report




United States Combating HIV/AIDS at Home and Abroad . . .

(Continued from page17)

committed to combating HIV/AIDS
and his Administration has taken
major strides to address the needs
of patients and prevent the spread
of this terrible disease.

-- Providing Care And Treatment
To Americans In Need. To improve
and extend the lives of Americans
living with HIV/AIDS, the Admini-
stration has devoted more than
$74 billion to treatment and care
since 2001, increasing annual
treatment funding by 45 percent.

-- Supporting Research. To de-
velop new methods of treatment
and prevention, and to work to-
ward a cure, the Administration
has devoted more than $15 billion
to HIV/AIDS research since 2001,
increasing annual research funding
by 20 percent.

-- Reducing Mother-to-Child
Transmission. Thanks to a con-
certed public health effort, mother-
to-child transmissions of HIV has
been nearly been wiped out in
America.

With The Help Of Medicine, And
Their Own Courage, More Ameri-
cans Are Managing With HIV/
AIDS - A Condition That Was Once
Uniformly Fatal. The realities of liv-
ing with HIV/AIDS have changed
for the better over the years, from
a time when an HIV diagnosis was
perceived as a death sentence, to
the present day when HIV-positive
Americans can live for many years
with the help of medications and
proper care.

A Plan To Meet Key Domestic
HIV/AIDS Challenges

The President Outlined His Plan
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To Overcome Domestic HIV/AIDS
Challenges Through Compassion,
Commitment, And Decisive Action.
We now confront three key do-
mestic HIV/AIDS challenges: get-
ting prescription drugs to those
who need them, testing those who
do not yet know their status, and
raising the awareness of those
who do not know they should be
tested. President Bush has pro-
posed a new domestic HIV/AIDS
initiative to address these remain-
ing difficulties head-on and to
bring closer the day when there
are no new infections in America.

-- Getting Prescription Drugs To
Those Who Need Them Through
The Ryan White CARE Act. The
President has called on Congress
to reauthorize the Act in accor-
dance with three key principles
that would strengthen the program
and better enable it to serve those
in need: focus Federal resources
on life-extending care; provide
greater flexibility to better target
resources to address the greatest
needs; and encourage the partici-
pation of all providers, including
faith-based and community organi-
zations, that can show results.

-- Fund For Emergent HIV Treat-
ment Needs. The President has
proposed to make $70 million
available to states in need to
bridge the existing gaps in cover-
age for Americans waiting for life-
saving medications. These funds
would help the states end current
waiting lists and help support care
for additional patients.

-- Testing Those Who Do Not
Know Their Status. The President
has proposed to direct a total of
more than $90 million to the pur-
chase and distribution of rapid HIV

test kits, facilitating the testing of
more than 3 million additional
Americans. Test kits would be dis-
tributed in areas of the country
with the highest rates of newly
discovered HIV cases and the high-
est suspected rates of undetected
cases.

-- Testing Of Prisoners. Rates of
new HIV cases are especially high
in the nation’s prisons and jails.
The President proposes to direct
approximately $20 million to di-
rectly facilitate the testing of more
than 600,000 prisoners, and to
offer assistance to states and lo-
calities in developing standards for
routine testing of many more.

-- Testing Of Intravenous Drug
Users. Estimated undiscovered
cases are particularly high among
intravenous drug users. The Presi-
dent proposes to direct approxi-
mately $20 million to distribute
rapid test kits to drug treatment
and healthcare professionals who
most often come into contact with
intravenous drug users. This wiill
directly facilitate the testing of
more than 500,000 drug users and
help increase awareness to bring
about the testing of many more.

-- Utilizing Faith-Based Groups In
High-Risk Communities. The Pres-
dent proposes to direct $25 million
in grants to significantly
strengthen outreach by local com-
munity and faith-based organiza-
tions in hardest hit areas. These
grants would help raise awareness,
increase early detection, combat
stigma, and facilitate access to
treatment, especially for African-
American, Hispanic, Native Ameri-
can, and other minority community
groups whose need is often great-

(Continued on page21)
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Bush Seeks $2.3 Billion for Flu Protection Programs in 2007

By Kathryn McConnell
Washington File Staff Writer

Washington -- President Bush has
requested $2.3 billion in the fiscal
year starting October 1 (fiscal year
2007) for protecting against a po-
tential influenza pandemic.

The president’s fiscal 2007 re-
quest for influenza preparedness
programs adminis-
tered by the depart-
ments of Health and
Human Services
(HHS) and Agriculture
was released Febru-
ary 6 in the annual
budget request to
Congress.

The request would
build on the $3.8 bil-
lion for pandemic flu
preparedness ap-
proved by Congress
for spending in fiscal
year 2006. (See re-
lated article (http://
usinfo.state.gov/gi/Archive/2006/
Jan/10-726460.html).)

The budget proposal is the first
step in a long, complex legislative
process. Before the federal gov-
ernment can spend any money,
the House of Representatives and
Senate must pass final spending
bills and the president must sign
them.

Of the fiscal 2007 request, $188
million would go the health depart-
ment's Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention for improving dis-
ease surveillance efforts, both in
the United States and in other
countries.

The importance of the U.S. and

international commitment to boost-
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ing influenza control programs in
lesser-developed nations became
more evident the same day the
Bush administration’s budget was
unveiled.

The World Health Organization
(WHO) confirmed February 6 the
confirmation by Indonesian health
authorities of another human death
from avian influenza. One of

seven countries to detect human
cases of the dangerous H5N1 vi-
rus, Indonesia has identified an ad-
ditional four human cases of bird
flu, with two ending in death. Ac-
cording to the WHO, the newly
confirmed human cases of the
H5N1 virus bring the total in Indo-
nesia to 23, of which 16 cases
were fatal.

BUDGET PROPOSALS FOR VAC-
CINE TRIALS, BIRD FLU PREVEN-
TION

The president’s request for fiscal
year 2007 seeks $35 million for
the National Institutes of Health to
conduct clinical trials of influenza
vaccines and $50 million the Food
and Drug Administration to im-
prove the agencies® reviews of

new vaccines.

It also would fund HHS interna-
tional activities related to the de-
ployment of rapid disease detec-
tion tests for -- and developing and
implementing communications
about -- a pandemic.

The budget would allocate $350
million to help local health depart-
ments in the
United States
fund prevention
programs, accor d-
ing to news re-
ports.

The U.S. Depart-
| ment of Agricul-
ture (USDA)
would receive
$322 million for
improvements in
programs for de-
tecting, respond-
ing to and recov-
ering from inci-
dences of dis-
eases, pests and poisons intro-
duced into the U.S. food supply
accidentally, intentionally or by an
act of terrorism.

This would include $82 million to
pay for avian influenza preparation
and prevention efforts conducted
in cooperation with state authori-
ties, which have jurisdiction over
local wildlife and agriculture mat-
ters. This appropriation would al-
low better surveillance of wild
birds, thought to be carriers of
avian influenza, and live bird mar-
kets. The administration’s budget
proposals also would support pro-
grams to prevent wild bird traffick-
ing and stockpile flu vaccines to
protect poultry from disease.

(Continued on page 21)
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Corruption Taints Health Care, Costs Lives, Study Finds

The global health care industry is
fraught with corruption, leading to
human suffering and worsening
diseases, according to a report is-
sued February 1.

Transparency International (TI), a
nonprofit, nongovernmental organi-
zation with a reputation as a cor-
ruption watchdog, issued its
Global Corruption Report 2006
with a spotlight on health care.

Corruption is depriving people of
needed medical care and promot-
ing the development of drug-
resistant disease, creating an ever-
spiraling cycle of worsening health
conditions, according to the report.

The publication, released from
TI’s Berlin headquarters, draws a
straight line between corruption
and poor health care in some coun-
tries.

Increases in bribery of Filipino
medical personnel is linked to a 20
percent decrease in child immuni-
zation, according to a press re-
lease announcing the findings.

TI attributed declines in Cambo-

dian health care indicators to em-
bezzlement of funds that should

have gone to public health.

Corruption also has distorted
pharmaceutical markets and pro-
moted a black market in counter-
feit drugs, circumstances that
have a direct impact on people
hoping for cures and relief from
those medicines.

“People have a right to expect
that the drugs they depend on are
real,” said Tl chief executive David
Nussbaum.

“They have a right to think that
doctors place a patient’s interests
above profits,” he added. “And
most of all, they have a right to
believe that the health care indus-
try is there to cure, not to kill.”

Global efforts to scale up treat-
ment and prevention of HIV/AIDS
also are undermined by corruption,
Tl reported, citing a case in Kenya
in which a few high-level civil ser-
vants siphoned public funds from
the National AIDS Council.

Transparency must be the first
step in attacking corruption, the
report recommended, suggesting
that governments should grant
easy access to information on
health projects and budgets.

The report also recommended the
adoption and enforcement of
codes of conduct for health work-
ers and companies and conflict-of -
interest rules in drug regulation
and procurement.

Rigorous prosecution also should
be pursued by governments to
send a message that corruption
cannot be tolerated, according to
the report.

The full text of Global Corruption
Report 2006 (http://www.
transparency.org/publications/gcr/
download_gcr) is available on TI’s
Web site.

(Distributed by the Bureau of Inter-
national Information Programs, U.

S. Department of State. Web site:
http://usinfo.state.gov) ¢

Treasury Official Urges More Active IMF Role on Currency Issues. ..

(Continued from page 15)

and those of other countries in-
cluding the United States are mul-
tilateral issues because of their
global consequences.

Therefore, he said, the ideas he
presented go "beyond immediate
U.S. policy concerns.”" They re-
flect a prevailing belief that a
strong IMF role on exchange rate
issues is central to the stability
and health of the international
economy, he said. He said this be-
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lief enjoys support of the Group of
Seven (G7) most industrialized
countries and many other nations.

The G7 comprises Canada,
France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the
United Kingdom and the United
States.

For additional information, see U.
S.-China Trade and Economic Ties
(http://usinfo.state.gov/eap/
east_asia_pacific/china/
us_china_trade_relations.html).

The full text (http://www.treas.
gov/press/releases/js4002.htm) of
Adams’ remarks is available on the
Treasury Department Web site.

(The Washington File is a product
of the Bureau of International In-
formation Programs, U.S. Depart-
ment of State. Web site: http://
usinfo.state.gov) ¢
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The highly pathogenic strain of
avian influenza called H5N1 has
been found across Asia and in parts
of Europe, causing the deaths by
disease or culling of approximately
200 million birds. The virus also has
infected humans, and the cross-
species infection has provoked
warnings that pandemic influenza
might sweep the world if the virus
becomes contagious among hu-
mans.

In the more than two years since
the disease first appeared in hu-
mans, 165 human cases have been
confirmed as H5N1 infection by in-
ternational laboratories collaborating
in a global network. The WHO re-
ports that 88 of those human cases
have ended in death.

A summary of the HHS budget
(http://a257.g.akamaitech.
net/7/257/2422/06feb20061000/

Bush Seeks $2.3 Billion for Flu Protection . ..

www.gpoaccess.gov/usbudget/
fy07/pdf/budget/hhs.pdf) (PDF, 26
pages) is available on the U.S. Gov-
ernment Printing Office (GPO) Web
site. A summary of the USDA
budget (http://a257.g.akamaitech.
net/7/257/2422/06feb20061000/
Www. gpoaccess.gov/usbudget/
fy07/pdf/budget/agriculture.pdf)
(PDF, 14 pages) also is available on
the GPO site.

For additional information on avian
influenza and efforts to combat it,
see Bird Flu (http://usinfo.state.gov/
gi/global_issues/bird_flu.html).

(The Washington File is a product of

the Bureau of International Informa-

tion Programs, U.S. Department of

State. Web site: http://usinfo.state.
ov) ¢
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est.

Taking Action Against HIV/AIDS
Abroad

The United States Is Committed
To Supporting Our Global Partners
And To The Historic Challenge Of
Turning The Tide Against A Pan-
demic. Efforts to defeat HIV/AIDS
at home complement the Presi-
dent's ambitious commitment to
combat the disease in some of the
world’'s most afflicted nations. Na-
tions around the world are fighting
for the lives of their citizens - and
America is now their strongest
partner in that fight.

-- The President's Emergency
Plan For AIDS Relief (PEPFAR).

Launched in 2003, PEPFAR is the
largest international health initia-
tive dedicated to a single disease
in history. This effort is designed
to support and strengthen the
AIDS-fighting strategies of many
nations, including 15 heavily af-
flicted countries in Africa, Asia,
and the Caribbean. The President
has committed $15 billion over
five years to support treatment for
2 million people, prevention for 7
million, and care for 10 million. Af-
ter two years, more than 400,000
sub-Saharan Africans are already
receiving the treatment they need.

--The New Partners Initiative.
Launched by the President on

World AIDS Day in 2005, the New

Partners Initiative will establish a
competitive grants process for

new partners, including faith-based
and community organizations, with
the desire and ability to help imple-
ment PEPFAR, but who have little
or no experience in working with
the United States government. By
identifying and supporting the or-
ganizations that provide much of
the health care in the developing
world, the new Partners Initiative
will help ensure that PEPFAR re-
sources reach more people more
effectively.

(end fact sheet)
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